w/ Esther Moreno vs. Kyoko Inoue & Debbie Malenko AJW 5/26/91 ****

AJW sent wrestlers to Hamada’s UWF in these days to expose them to a different audience. Though this was on their own show, it’s one of the best examples of the AJW women doing a more Lucha Libre style and a look at Esther in top form.

w/ Takako Inoue vs. Debbie Malenko & Sakie Hasegawa AJW 4/25/92 ***3/4

Yoshida & Takako take the Zen Nihon Tag Senshuken in a great effort match that exceeded expectations. Yoshida & Malenko are the standouts, giving a particularly fine showing when working together.

vs. Sakie Hasegawa AJW 6/21/92 ***3/4

Hasegawa was fairly disappointing in the 4/25/92 tag match, missing too many spots, but this was a great example of how much both wrestlers had improved as they were able to sustain a high quality over 30 minutes. Like many of Yoshida’s 1992 matches, it’s overshadowed by other great matches later in the night, in this case Aja vs. Bison and Toyota vs. Yamada. That just shows how strong the promotion was at this time though, as Yoshida was still very over and the crowd particularly responsive to the near falls toward the end.

 vs. KAORU AJW 8/28/94 ****

Yoshida returns from injury and somehow sells KAORU on sticking to matwork and putting over her injured knee. This is no small feat, as even Akira Hokuto & Mayumi Ozaki never came this close to eliminating KAORU’s goofiness (only a few problems). The result is KAORU’s best singles match, and a match that, although also showing what Yoshida can do in KAORU’s more Lucha oriented flying style, is the best precursor to the level of mat wrestling Yoshida would show up with in ARSION.

w/ Aja Kong & Toshiyo Yamada & Kyoko Inoue vs. Yumiko Hotta & Manami Toyota & Takako Inoue & Sakie Hasegawa AJW 2/26/95 ****1/4

A kind of survival match where the person scoring a fall would advance to the BEST 4 match at the Shukan Puroresu Tokyo Dome show and the person losing the fall would be out of the match. Though the least of the stars, the booking allowed Yoshida & Hasegawa to be the standouts because they were the two left to battle for the final spot. Since this was 1995 it was worked in Toyota’s style, but the stakes gave it a drama that Toyota matches rarely generated on their own.

w/ Aja Kong vs. Yumiko Hotta & Toshiyo Yamada AJW 3/21/95 ***3/4

Though the tournament to crown the 100th WWWA tag champs was a disappointment at the time because AJW’s first major show after the amazing Tokyo Dome spectacular ushered in their return to isolationism, a show with 4 very good or better matches would be woman’s show of any year in the 2000’s. This was the best match of the first round, and one of Yamada’s last top notch performances. 

w/ Manami Toyota vs. Akira Hokuto & Bull Nakano NJ 4/28/95 ***3/4

NJ set pro wrestling attendance records for two shows in North Korea, but it was the four AJW women they brought along that put on the best match. It was shorter and less developed than they would have done for their own more demanding and desensitized audience, but they crammed the match with good stuff. 

w/ Reggie Bennett & Kaoru Ito vs. Akira Hokuto & Etsuko Mita & Mima Shimoda AJW 6/27/95 ***3/4
A big show semifinal, but really it could have been on just about any AJW show in those days. They didn’t do anything out of the ordinary; it was just a ton of talent working well with one another. Lots of tags and several double teams made this a very collective match, and both the giver and the taker did excellent jobs of making the moves look good. Yoshida is still the standout on her team, but with Hokuto’s unit it’s pretty much a toss up.

w/ Kaoru Ito vs. Tomoko Watanabe & Kumiko Maekawa AJW 8/30/95 ****

Though LCO & Momoe Nakanishi are the only ones remembered for having excellent matches with, or more aptly in spite of, Maekawa she was great in those times in comparison to the level she was at when this first gem somehow transpired. 

w/ Manami Toyota vs. Yumiko Hotta & Kaoru Ito AJW 6/18/97 ****

Toyota was all banged up, so the others totally carried her. Hotta instilled the psychology, and Yoshida & Ito stepped up their work rate. 

vs. Aja Kong ARSION 6/21/98 ***1/2

One of the first matches that showed the immense potential ARSION had. The worked shoot style is pretty believable here, and with the top two fighters it seems like either could be one move away from victory.

vs. Candy Okutsu ARSION 12/18/98 ****1/4

The first in a memorable string of singles matches wrestled in Yoshida’s new style that is what the Battlarts guys should have come up with instead of being a veritable mishmash of shooting, Lucha, and just about every other style. It focuses on the mat and the more believable aspects like Battlarts was going to in theory, but does maintain enough pro wrestling that she can try to finish with a concussive move, her air raid crush. This is arguably Yoshida’s best performance because she does it on ARSION’s biggest show, in their biggest match to date becoming their first champion in the process, but most importantly because her opponent isn’t really much for the style but Yoshida still finds ways to make it totally come off. 

vs. Mika Akino ARSION 1/17/99 ***3/4

Yoshida led Akino to one of the best debuts ever on 7/21/98. Now Akino was getting a title shot, and they did a match whose quality was worthy of any belt even though Akino was by no means a credible challenger. 

vs. Hiromi Yagi ARSION 2/18/99 ****

This was something of a dream match to me, so I was a little disappointed with it at the time. Yagi is a rare wrestler, as close as they come to being always good and always making their opponent better yet she rarely has an excellent match. This was one of those few excellent ones, but with Yagi being such a superior mat wrestler to any of the women Yoshida had already had very good to excellent matches with, I thought this might be the time when Yoshida scored a true classic. I’m still not sure if some of this match doesn’t really make sense, or you have to throw out all your preconceptions and develop a new set of standards, but I do know the match was technically excellent and ahead of its time. 

vs. Mikiko Futagami ARSION 4/14/99 ****1/4

They seemingly blamed Yoshida for the promotion not taking off even though they never gave her a chance and she was the best thing about the promotion. This was her last successful title defense that they bothered to release, but she made it more than memorable delivering her best ARSION match to date and the best match of Gami’s career. Yoshida’s style was still developing, and here they did a better job of going between the mat portions to the standing portions as well as selling and countering better.

vs. Yumi Fukawa ARSION 5/4/99 ****

ARS 2000 marked the beginning of Omukai’s big push, but Yoshida’s first round match was by far the show stealer. Over a year’s worth of hard work for Fukawa started to really pay dividends, as she had made herself into an excellent mat wrestler. Where she would once grab the rope, now she would pull out an impressive counter. Yoshida was able to do anything with her, and she was now the one wrestler in ARSION that could answer. This was even a rare ARSION match where they made you truly care who won. Unfortunately for Fukawa, they only delivered on the upsets that were just rolled out and no one cared about, and they quickly started changing styles every few months so her opportunities to truly use much less further develop her new style were limited.

vs. Aja Kong ARSION 8/6/99

Aja finally bothered to pay attention to her promotion 15 months after it started, and that just meant she was out to regain her old glory. This was the match that, while late, still might have been able to validate Yoshida, but instead it came closer to putting the final nail in her main event coffin. Nonetheless, it seemed like an excellent match although it’s hard to tell since it was suddenly more important to show mediocre Omukai matches in their entirety. 

vs. Yumi Fukawa ARSION 9/26/99 ***3/4

One of the last matches that was at least close to “The Yoshida Style”. Yoshida allowed Fukawa to be portrayed on her level, and get the win Fukawa arguably should have gotten that May. Though there was little encouragement for Fukawa style wise or push wise, this rare opportunity to show how good she could be and the suitable reward helped set off a 10 month period (until her unfortunate retirement) where she was the consistent highlight of watching ARSION. 

w/ Aja Kong vs. Ayako Hamada & AKINO ARSION 2/18/00 ***3/4

Yoshida is suddenly Aja’s second fiddle. That said, the smart move would have been to continue her slide and job her here. Hamada & AKINO were coming off their great upset win over LCO that not only put them on the map but made them. Rather than capitilize on this, Aja took it as an opportunity to hoard another title, not even allowing it to come off like Ayako & AKINO had a chance of winning. Yoshida vs. AKINO was once again excellent though. 

vs. Lioness Asuka ARSION 7/3/01 ****

Lioness’ doesn’t debut in ARSION as even a slightly more giving wrestler, but the match is worked with the intensity and urgency that is necessary to get over the invader angle. The early portion is really the highlight, with a unique combination of Yoshida’s submission style and Lioness’ high impact brawling. Once they get to the big moves it becomes conventional, but they are top workers and the execution is excellent. 

